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This Office action is in response to the amendment filed March 17, 2003 in which 
claim 7 was amended and claims 13 and 15 were added. It should be noted that claim 
15 has been renumbered as claim 14. 

It is noted that Applicant has requested a translation of ON 1206039. A 
translation of the document will be fonwarded to Applicant upon receipt of the translation 
from the USPTO translation branch. 



1 . Claims 7-10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over CN 1206039. 

ON teaches a fuel gas comprising of 0-98% dimethyl ether. 0-98% propane or 
propylene. <30% butane and a deodorizer as required (see abstract in its entirety). CN 
teaches the limitations of the claims other than the differences that are discussed below, 

In the first aspect. CN differs from the claims in that it does not specifically teach 
that all of the claimed components are present in the composition. However, because 
CN teaches that up to 98% of dimethyl ether, propane or propylene may be present in 
the composition, this teaching suggests that all of the components may be present in 
the composition. Also, it is well settled that in the case where the claimed ranges 
overlap or lie inside ranges disclosed by the prior art a prima facie case of obviousness 
exists. In re Wertheim, 191 USPQ 90 (CCPA 1976). 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated th.n. 



§ 706.07(a). Applicant 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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Application/Control Number. 09/903,896 
) Art Unit: 1714 

}' Ashortened statutory period for reply to this fmal acSon is set to expire THREE 
' MONTHS from the mailing date of this action, in the event a first repiy is filed within 
TOO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statuton, period, then the 
Shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
,he advisory action, in no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cephia D. Toomer whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2509. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

,f attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 703-306-2777. The fax phone 
numbers for the organ^ation where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-9310 for regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 
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